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ested in charitable work. Having achieved 
financial and social success in his adopted 
homeland, the scale of his philanthropic 
ambition became increasingly larger. To 
begin with, he actively supported fund-
raising drives for major not-for-profit 
organizations such as the Shaukat Khanum 
Memorial Trust Hospital, the Edhi Trust, 
and Muslim causes in Palestine and Bosnia. 
Slowly, along with friends, he set out to do 
something substantial. In 1999, they reg-
istered the Pakistan International Founda-
tion (PIF) as a charity in Glasgow “to bring 
desperately needed healthcare and educa-
tion facilities to the people in Pakistan.” 

PIF planned its first initiative in the 
rural market town of Rajana, a junction 
of roads from several major nearby towns. 
Rural areas of Toba Tek Singh, like other 
parts of rural Pakistan, lack adequate health 
care. Only 18% of births in the district are 
attended by skilled heath care workers. 
Other statistics of health care of women 
and children are equally dire. Government 
facilities are present but the quality of care 
is poor. 

A PIF-hospital opened in 2005, three 
years after construction and planning 
started. Modern health care–consultations 
with specialists, operation theaters, 24-hour 
emergency, obstetric care, and vaccinations–
are available at subsidized affordable rates. 
In two years, close to 75,000 patients were 
treated in the hospital. Preventive health 
care and education outreach programs are 
being planned. About US$300,000 funds 
the annual running cost of the hospital. 
The foundation has also started work on 
finishing a partially-built hospital, “Rai Ali 
Nawaz Foundation Hospital Chica Watni”, 

in adjacent Sahiwal district. A school is 
being planned in the Pir Mahal area of the 
district. 

The most ambitious and far-reaching 
of PIF plans, however, could be its initia-
tive to use U.K. technical skills to upgrade 
technical training institutions of the dis-
trict. PIF has approached the Technical 
and Vocational Training Authority of the 
Government of Punjab to hand over its 
institutions in the districts to the care of 
the Foundation. Starting with two institu-
tions, PIF would upgrade the curriculum 
and the training methods based on U.K. 
standards and run the institutions on 
behalf of Government of Punjab. A senior 
British expert visited the area’s government 
facilities to explore areas of cooperation. 
The idea aims to eventually help some 
10,000 young persons every year. Top-level 
contacts were made, culminating in a four-
hour presentation before the Governor of 
Punjab in June 2007. With the death of 
Chaudhary Hameed, PIF board member 
and chief architect of this concept of col-
laboration, in a road accident, this project 
received a major set back but it remains on 
the cards with potentially major rewards 
for the people. 

Social and economic needs of the poor 
in Toba Tek Singh (and in Pakistan) are 
immense; the prolific generosity by Chaud-
hary Sarwar and his friends (and their likes 
across the diaspora) is not enough to meet 
these needs. Yet the profiles of courage, 
love, commitment, and compassion carved 
by their philanthropy have illuminated 
many dark corners and warmed many 
hearts. More philanthropy is bound to flow 
from this soulful warmth. 
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